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This Week's Attractions.

Contra Flmt ljn.lt of neck, Donnelly
and Clrnra In "The Geezer." Bee
ond linlf of tveelf, "The Prisoner of
Zendn."

Grand All week, "A. Contented
Woman."

Xlutu Street All rrcck, Katie Emmttt
In "The Waifs of New Tork."

'Acsulemr of Jlnslc Tula afternoon,
Philharmonic Orchestra concert.

Con ten Frldny afternoon, Symphony
Orchestra concert.

Tho brave old days when a courtier would
as soon draw a sword as do a favor for a
fair lady, and frequently did draw a sword
to do a favor for a fair lady. In fact when
the practices of Ufa were tinged with ro-

mance those times are cone, doubtless suc-
ceeded by better; nevertheless, many prac-
tical people have an Itching for the stirring-- ,

reckless adventure, the daring of the age
of romance, and read Its record with in-
terest.

Anthony Hope bowed to this sentiment
when he wrote "Tho Prisoner of Zenda."
and It was a clover conceit and one by
which he gained thousands of readers.
Tho Incorporation on the old romance Ina setting of the present day nineteenthcentury and the fact that he chose a coun-try but hazily conceived in tne mlna ofhis readers for the scene of all these deeds,
but adds to the reality of the Illusion.

while Sir. Hope was making readers for
his novel he was paving the way for thesuccess of Edward Rose's dramatization,
which wlll.be presented at the Coates nextThursday night.

xnis piay may be called S3 great a tri-
umph as the novel on which It Is based.
The drama abounds with that rare quality
Known as real heart Interest, the smallest
details being looked after with scrupulous
care. Mr. Howard Gould, who played thedual role last season. Is retained for theposition of leading man, and Miss FanchonCampbell, has succeeded Isabello Irving asthe princess.

The full company is as follows: Howard
Gould. Robert Eliott, It. F. McClannin,
yaughan Glaser, Charles C. Brandt. John X,
Weber. Benjamin Montleth. Fred G. Lew-
is. Charles Clarke, F. Summertleld. DuncanHarris, L. E. Conness, Fanchon Campbell.
Grace Reals. Ethel Strickland, CarriePrince. Josephine Wagner.

Donnelly and Glrard, somewhat famousfunmakers, will be the attraction at theCoates the first half of this week, opening
when they will present for thenm time here the spectacular operetta.

ThfrGcezer " said to be the funniest of alltheir productions. Besides themselves, thotare promise a company of forty people acarload of specially built scenery, and' alarge and elaborate wardrobe of handsomecostumes.
Tho scenes of "The Geezer" are laid inChina and New Tork city. The play pic-

tures- Nellie- - Fly. an' American newspaper
correspondent, seeking the ambassador tosecure passports to leave China, but she isopposed by Two Hi. who is taught whatconnection with American Journalismtneans. Nellie encounters O Le Mosa Sam.a Japanese prima donna, who Is in great
distress because of LI Hung Change de-
mand that she marry him, although she Is
In love with Kantaker, a wandering min-strel, iliss Fly proposes a plan for theescape of the lovers, in whom she hastaken a warm interest. Li Hung Chang
foes to America to seek an heiress to wedemperor of China, and on his arrival is
irlven a rousing reception by tho denizensof Chinatown, where he is successful in se-curing the much desired prize, then he
makes a hasty sale of tea houses and Chi-
nese maidens and departs for home.

The company Includes: Henrv V. Don-
nelly. Edward Glrard. Mark Sullivan, MaeLcwery. Nina Bertollnl. Nettle Black, An-
nie Black. Nellie Gilchrist. Mabel Rivers.
Bessie Pope, May Wallace. Eflle Gillette.May Shaw, Leslie Marlon, Lillian Beck, Leegaston. Bessie Montgomery, Mae Carden,
Emma Watson, Margaret Rivers, IreneCarlisle. Joseph Jackson, William Redstone
A. S. Wallin, L. J. Aldcn.

This week, beginning with matinee to-
day, at the Grand opera house, Hoyt's
clever comedy, "A Contented Woman." will
once more entertain theatergoers of this
city. Tho piece was seen here two years
ego. and when It was but a few weeks old.
glnce then it has had runs in New Tork
Boston and other Eastern cities. Even
the long and prosperous engagements of
this author's other efforts, notably "A

MR. HOWARD GOULD IN

Black Sheep," "A Trip to Chinatown" and
"A Texas Steer," are said not to havo sur-
passed the hearty reception which has
everywhere been accorded "The Woman."
To a large extent, no doubt, this is prin-
cipally due to the clever manner In which
the author lias portrayed a subject with
which those who have "a lilt of the
world" are familiar. Then again, consid-
erable credit is due to the number of clev-
er specialties and catchv music the au-
thor has Introduced this season.

Miss Belle Archer is said to have' made a
decided hit In the title role and the charac-
ter is said to fit her better than it did the
beautiful wife of the author. It is one of
Mr. Hoyt's successful characteristics never
to allow his plays to grow stale, and in the
case of "The Woman" he has worked assid-
uously, giving it his up to date polishing
touch and nddlng much that is new, and
improving the piece from tho first scene to
the last. A few of the musical numbers
that were hits last season have been re-
tained, and a lot of new and catchy songs,
as well as several specialties, have been
added. With the exception of Miss Arch-
er and the specialty artists Bonnie Lottie,
Barry Maxwell and Henrietta Lee the cast
remains much tho same.

Merry Katie Emmett. who will be the at-
traction at the Ninth Street this afternoon
and week, in her popular comedy drama,
"The Waifs of New York," could not have
achieved tho remarkable degree of success
that has crowned her efforts had she not
already been an established favorite with
the public. Her success In "The Waifs of
New York" hns already stamped her as
a most versatile comedienne and as some-
thing of an artist. This season particular
attention has been given to the vaude-
ville features, and the concert hall scene
In the second act lias been made a special
feature, affording opportunity for the in-
troduction of a number of entertaining spe-
cialties. Among the artists engaged for
this feature of tho performance are Barry
West, who, as a German dialect comedian,
has few equals; Jennie Engel, one of Tony
Pastor's strongest cards, and little Jo-
sephine, one of the youngest children on
tho American stage. Miss Emmett will
also Introduce her budget of songs, selected
from the latest popular successes. The
company includes: Harry West, Francis
Cambello, Joseph Rawley. Frederick Rob-
erts, Roy Thayer. David Needham. Charles
Delano, Charles Hubert. Barney Clair. Miss
Jennie Engel, Margaret Crofton, Agnes
Nesblt. Llttlo Josephine and Katie Em-
mett.

The following will be the programme for
the Philharmonic orchestra's concert at the
Academy or Music this afternoon:

"Dyveke" Suite, opus 45, (a) "May Fest,"
(b) "The Fool," (c) "Peasant's Dance." (d)
"Dyvcka Dancing Before the King, (e)
"Abandoned," (f) "Romance," (g) "Coun-
try Dance," (h) "Departuro" (Emil Hart-man- ).

Overture "Orpheus" (Offenbach).
Baritone .solo Sir Percival's song from

first act of "The Grey Nun" (Carl Busch).
"The Dying Poet" (Gottschalk), orches-

tration by Busch.
Serenade for string instruments (Pierne).
Waltzes from "Tho Serenade" (Victor

Herbert).
The feature of this programme will be

the Hartmann suite. Hartmann is a lead-
ing Danish composer, nnd this suite, which
is a musical illustration of a Danish
drama. Is said to be one of his greatest
pieces of descriptive writing. It has never
before been given in Kansas City.

Tho remaining concerts after that of to-
daywill be given at the Coates opera
house, and arrangements have been made
for giving all of next season's concerts at
that place. The success that Justifies this
change makes both the orchestra and itspatrons subjects for sincere congratula-
tion.

The third Symphony orchestra concert
will be given at the Coates opera house
next Friday afternoon. The sale of seats
will open morning at tho Bur-
lington ticket office. Tho programme will
be as follows:

Overture "Ruy Bias" (Mendelssohn).
Symphony "Erolca" No. 3 (Beethoven):

two movements, allegro con brio, Marcia
Felnebre, adagio assla.

"Dlo Possente." "Faust" (Gounod), Mr.
Franklyn Hunt.

(a) Intermezzo (Lund), (b) Serenadt Plz-zlc-

(Stange), string orchestra.
Suite "Coppella Ballet" (Delibes): (a)

"Slavlsche Volksmelodle MIt Variationen,"
(b) "Festtanz und Stundenwalzer," (c)
'"Notturno." (d) "Music der Automaten una
Walzer." (o) "Czardas."

This programme Is more on the popular
order than some of the others have been
nnd its leading features are so well known
that little advanco analysis is necessary.
The "Erolca" symphony was played by
tho orchestra during Its first season, when
all but tho ninth of the Beethoven sym-
phonies were given, and It proved one of
the most pleasing and effective of the se-
ries. It embodies some of the finest ex-
amples of Beethoven's genius, and Its rep--

"THE TRISONER OF ZENDA."
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etition, or rather, the repetition of two of
the movements, will doubtless bo most wel-
come to tho Symphony concert subscribers.
Tho ballft music from "Coppella" is a
wonderfully effective piece of music when
given with Its full orchestration, as It will
be on this occasion, and although, not un-
familiar in modified forms, in its entirety
it will be something of a novelty.

The soloist is Mr. Franklyn Hunt, bari-
tone, who is a recent acquisition to Kansas
City's musical contingent. Mr. Hunt has
been heard but llttlo in this city, but ho
has already demonstrated such powers and
attainments as to make his engagement
an attractive feature of the forthcoming
concert.
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b Stories and Gossip
of the Stage.

Julia Marlowe recently acquired by pur-
chase a letter written by Edwin Booth
about fifteen years ago to the editor of a
New York paper, who had requested from

him an article on the drama.
An Prhn "Having no literary ability

whatever," wrote the great
From tragedian, "I must decline
Fdwln Booth. y"r flattering invitation; nor

do x know how t0 ald the
worthy cause you advocate.

Could I do so, be a:sured it should lie fully
done. My knowledge of the modern drama
is so very meager that I never permit my
wife or daughter to witness a play without
previously ascertaining its character. This
is the method I purMie. I can suggest no
other, unless it might bo by means of a
'dramatic censor,' whose taste or Judgment
might, however, b frequently at fault, if
the management of theaters could be de-

nied to speculators and placed in the hands
of actors who value their reputation and
respect their calling, the stage would, at
least, afford a healthy recreation, if not.
indeed, a wholesome stimulus to the exer-
cise of noble sentiments. But while tho
theater is permitted to be a mero shop
for gain open to every huckster of im-
moral Jimcracks there is no other way to
discriminate between the pure and tho base
than through the experience of others."

Nat Goodwin is a worshiper of the
goddess of chance. An opportunity to
match a coin for $100 delights him. and.
what is more, he Is known as a cheerful

loser. Goodwin will gamble
on anything, from the sizeuooawin o n man.s lmt to tn0 aE9 o

Loses J8oo a chorus girl.
The day before Christmas"' "" Goodwin was in the Hoffman

house with a few congenial
spirits. The cafe was filled with men who
spend much money and have plenty more

such men as Charley Reed, famous for
his collection of vests; Lucian Appleby,
the booKinaker, and Louis V. Bell, a well
known Wall street operator.

Goodwin and Bell together drifted into
tho billiard room and stood for a few min-
utes watching the players.

"I'll play you a game of pool," said
Goodwin to Bell.

"Why, you can't play pool," answered
Eell banteringly.

"Bet you $23 I can beat you," promptly
said Goodwin.

"Go you," said Bell. Indifferently.
The men started to play. Neither of

them showed great skill, but Mr. Bell hada shade the best of It. He won games un-
til he was SIM ahead of the actor. Friend
standing about began to chaff Goodwin.

"Make It $100 a game," said Goodwin to'
Bell.

"Go you," again answered the broker.
The games went on for another hour. For-
tune continued to favor the broker. A
crowd had gathered around to watch theplaying. Mr. Bell's winnings were Increased
to 300.

"I'll make It J2T.0 a game If you wish,"
said Goodwin. "I guess luck will comemy way about now."

"Let it he i?A n irrtmm " r.nlLil XT,. TCal1

"but I shall have to stop in another halfhour. I've a dinner engagement."
At the end of the half hour Mr. Bell hadwon. altogether, JS00.
"You'll have to take revenge some otherday, Goodwin," he said. "I must get away

now."
"All right." replied the- actor, who hadnot lost his good nature" in spite of thebantering of his friends. He drew out a

roll of bills, wrapped it with a check andhanded JS00 to Mr. Bell.
"Merry Christmas to you, old man." saidthe actor. "Don't blow it all In, for I'llsurely get It back next time we meet."
Goodwin bought drinks for tho crowd and

sauntered away as if the losing of JOT) ona pool game was one of the daily Incidents
of his life.

A few actors since the ineeptierrJof themodern theater have died on the,stage. or
Just after leaving It. Edmund Kean, acting
in "Othello." fell In the arms of his son!
Charles (tho Iago) in act IV.. exclaiming
huskily, "I am dying." He was removed tohis home, but lived more than two months.Peg Wofflngton was stricken down on thestngo, and other actors of more or less re-
pute, including C. B. Bishop, havo died withtheir "make-ups-" on. But, generally, tho
lives of actors have been tranquil, pro-
longed and peaceful at the close. Since tho
brutal stabbing to death of poor Will
Mountford by Lord Mohun and Captain
Hill because of Anne Braceglrdle's fondness
for him.ln tho wicked London of restorationdays, it would be hard to recall another
willful murder of a. prominent actor until
that of Terriss.

Mr. Wilton Lackaye, who has the happy
faculty of keeping himself before thepublic, especially since he
"The "as become a manager-acto- r,

has sent out a holiday greet- -
Plsyer'a ing to his friends, entitled
Christmas." "The Player's Christmas." It

,H a characterInIc SUEBestl(m
of the trials of the traveling

actor, and runs as follows:
In happier cltmea for luckltr men while Carole wel-

come, day.
And sleeping folk ere rousaa br "Waits" with

Chrlstlnaa roundelay.
For us a pounding Porter at the peaceful hour

of three
Raucous bawllne; "Git 'ep Quick, tat 'sua won't

wait on 'troopers!' Sea!"

Oh, the frost la on tie tree toil ana the new ti. in the dell!
(It's a shame we left our rubbers at the "Lake

View Grand Hotel!")
But all the oya that poeti line; and poetasters

rhrroe
Are lost in wondering It the train will reach lo--

dunk "on time."'

While children ot the older growth their youngsters
antics view.

And In baby frolics sharlni their lost fable-fait- h re-
new;

While peace of home and mirth ot feat are found
on etery hand.

We're the dank Insult called dinner Is a Western
stand.

While your yule log's (or yonr anthracite's, er casstove's) cheery flan:e
(If your "local habitation's" one that's worthy of

the "name.")
If In mansion (or In "chambers." or contested flat)

you dwell.
Makes all mankind feel the macto ot the joyous

Christmas spell:
While your table groans (or murmurs) with Its

(more or less) display.
The mummer's mlxlne grease paint for the Christ-

mas matinee.

Oh, lords of hearths and damea ot homes, whose
joy of this time speaks.

In the ringing of jour laughter. In the holly of
your cheeks;

Twist tho oysters and the coffee- let a tearful
toaFt be drunk

To the Tlajer's poor Penates In the top tray of
his trunk.

Julia Marlowe's condition Is Improved
and she will undoubtedly be able to begin
her engagement in tills city next Monday
The first reports of her Illness, sent out
from Cincinnati, happily were exaggerated.
Miss Marlowe had been overworking, re-
hearsing her new play, whilo making night
stands, and her temporary withdrawal is
duo to exhaustion ond an absolute need ofrest. It is likely, by the way, that hernew piece will not be called "The Counters
Valeska." after all. It is not an historical
play, but as it is laid In the times of Na-
poleon, the title first selected would belikely to suggest misleading!- - a certainPolish lady, who was more or less con-
cerned with tho Imperial terror of Europe
at one stage of his career. Dramatic Mirror.

Although Elward J. Buckley had been an
invalid and Incapacitated for public workfor a number of years, his splendid powers
ars so well remembered that his death lastweek in New York will be th

cerely felt by thousands of"" playgoers. He began his stage
Edward J. career in California In ISC", and
Rucklev wns a member with the lateJohn T Raymond, of the Cal

ifornia stock company organ-
ized by John McCulIough and Lawrence
Barrett. Ho came East about 1S70 and
became leading man in the stock companv
of the Boston theater. He supported Mary
Anderson In her first appearance at theFifth Avenue theater, and he played MarcAntony and Julius Caesar with Edwin
Booth nnd Lawrence Barrett. He was lastseen on the New York stago with Nat
Goodwin in the "Gold Mine" at the FifthAvenue theater. His last appearance before
ho was stricken with paralysis was as SirLucius O'Trigger with the late William J.Florence In "The Rivals." He leaves a
widow and three daughters, all grown. Mrs.Buckley was an actress, but she has notplayed on tho stage since her marriage,thirty years ago. The eldest daughter Isnow playing In "Secret Service," nnd theyoungest as the little Slavey In "Tho GirlFrom Paris." Mr. Buckley was about 51years old.

Mr. Arthur P. Schmidt, the Boston pub-
lisher, has presented Mr. John Behr thescore and full orchestral parts of Mrs.

Beach's symphony, "The Gaelio," which
was first played by the Boston Symphony
orchestra last season, and which is soon
to be given by the Thomas orchestra In
Chicago. It will be played by the) Kansas
City Symphony orchestra at its fourth
concert for this season, and will constituteone of the most Important novelties yet
Included in these programmes. Mrs. Behr
T.ill be the soloist on this octaslon and will
play Ludwig Schytte's celebrated concerto,
which has so far been interpreted by only
two pianists ond has never before been
attempted by a woman pianist.

Mrs. Behr has In contemplation, a recital
to bo made up entirely of Mrs. Beach's
compositions. She will be assisted by Mrs,
T. J. Gillespie, soprano; Miss Ethel Harri-
son and Miss Gertrude Concannon, pian-
ists, and Mr. Behr, violinist. Mrs. Beach
is regarded as one of the greatest of liv-
ing composers, and such a recital should
bo vastly interesting to the musical pub-
lic.

"Hey, there, 'props,' I wish you would go
down to the drug storo and get me a box
of shouts," said the old actor to tha green
property man.

"Yes, and while you are
flTsterlea about It, you might get me a

bottle of suppressed emotion,"
01 added the innocent looking
"Shout Box" soubrette, with the yellow

hair, who played nothing butingenues.
"On your way back, stop in the harnessshop and fetch me a bunch of tormentors,"

chimed in the heavy man, who polished off
the hero in the- - first act. And the traditionof the theater is that tho property man.who had not cut his wisdom teeth andknew nothing about actors' practical Jokes,actually spent several hours trying to buy
emotions, shouts, tormentors, etc., In theneighboring stores.

But now If the Hlppant Thespian ordereda box of shouts, the property man would
peter him to the stage manager, and thelatter would produce the article as a mat-ter of course. No well regulated play,
which goes in for extraneous noises, in
which mobs unseen howl, laugh, sing, cheeror otherwise "monkey" with the welkin,
ought to be without a "shout box." Yetthere are many actors at this very day whohave not seen a shout box and think of theold gag upon which greenhorns once werefed when you mention It.

If you go behind the scenes at the Coatesany evening the Iutter half of this weekyou will find either behind the back "drop"or In tho "wings" a large wooden box, asort of overgrown packing case, with adoor In it. into which ten or twelve supersare crowded. This little edifice, more likea railway watchman's shanty than any-thing else, is the "shout box.'f It Is aboutlive feet long, five feet deep nnd about sev-p- "feet high. It Is made of rough lumber,altogether devoid of ornamentation, andthe door, which shuts tight, lias only a nar-row opening near the top for ventilationand to enable the stage manager to swearcomfortably sotto voce at the supers in-
side.
,If. J'.0!1 I,avo histrionic aspirations andstart with a super's Job. sooner or later you

will make the acquaintance of the "shoutbox. They will pay you so much pernight to shout. "Long live the king!" tolaugh tipsily, or maybe to yell with murderin your voice, "Down with him!" This iscalled vocal and tni'lslhlo "nninIow the uses of the "shout box" aremany and various, but altogether vocal.I' or instance, the horse which comes clat-tering down the road Just when the villainIs biting a keepsako out ot the heroine'sear. Is not an Inhabitant of the shout box.
J he hoofs of the noisy horse are over thereback of the second entrance a couplo of
i..vuduui biiciiu resting on a maroio siaD.When tho hero Is scheduled to gallop up tothe heroine's rescue, you'll see a voung
rr.nn pound the shells vigorously on theslab, and If you close your eyes you will be
ablo to see the horse which is comlnt,
"clackety-clac- k. clackety-clack- " down thepike. The curtain goes up on the prologue
to "The Prisoner of Zenda," nnd the assist-
ant stage manager, who Is half-dress- togo on in a few minutes as a groom to hisroyal highness, says In a loud, husky whis-per, "Now, boys, get In!"

Ten or twelve men slouch in and range
themselves around the sides of the box.
There's an electric light over In one corner,
and before the door closes you can see thatevery one of tho men has a greasy, well
thumbed scrap of paper in his hand. This
is his "part." Every one of the ten men
has a different pnrt. although most of
their speeches are delivered In unison. The
pr.rts are numbered from one to ten. When
No. 1 is saying "Wine, women and song
that's my motto!" the man next him is
shouting, "I wan' 'nother bottle!" nnd an-
other Is singing a line from a drinking
song. At the cue for this outburst the stage
manager opens the door, of the shout box
about a foot nnd motions tho men to begin.
A confused murmur of voices floats out at
the box. The stage manager alternately
opens and shuts the door and the noise
swells'nnd dlps.away.'iilfc'vouawere " front
of tho footlights, you would easily take the
sounds to come from aTJand of roysterers
going home In the early morning.

The stage manager plays on the super as
If ho were a musical Instrument, and di-

rects the sound of them in the shout box
ns the conductor would his orchestra.

"The Prisoner of Zenda" Is credited with
tho first suggestion which resulted in the
invention of a "shout box."
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' DRAMATIC AND MUSICAI, NOTES. ?

Ben Teal is writing a new play for Katie
Emmett. It will be produced in New York
in October.

Editor Brann, of Th Iconlclast, will de-
liver a lecture at the GilUss theater thenight of January 15.

Lillian Russell has declared her Intention
to taKe up Shakespearean comedy when hsrsinging voice falls her. May her voicenever loso Its melody.

The new play which Bronson Howard
and Charles Klein are writing will prob-rtb- ly

bo named "The Scandal Mongers."
The piece Is a comedy-dram- a, dealing with
Washington life of the present day.

Mrs. Ella Backus-Beh- r has been Invitedto sing for Mr. Emil Paur, conductor ofthe Boston Symphony orchestra, with a
view of being chosen as one of the soloists
with that organization next season. Mrs.
Bchr's success Is a foregone conclusion, for
her attainments entitle her to the most dis-
tinguished recognition.

Mr. J. L. Fltzgibbon, one of Kansas City's
best known artists, has turned song writer

that Is, to the extent of writing one bal-
lad, an Irish conceit entitled, ''We'll Go
Back to Erin." The song has not yet had
a hearing In this city, but has been sung
several times in St. Louis, where it has
been most favorably received and most
pleasantly criticised.

When Nathaniel Goodwin acts In Clyde
Fitch's play, based on tho Hfo of Nathan
Hale, ho will supply It with elaborate
scenery and make . what Is technically
known as "a production" of it. The hero
Is hanged at tho close of tho play or, to
speak more accurately, is Just about to
be hanged as the curtain falls on the last
act of the drama. This will be one of the
most earnest efforts to win favor as a
serious actor that Mr. Goodwin has ever
made.

The success of Mr. Charles Coghlan in
"The Roval Box." at the Fifth Avenue
theater. New York, is far beyond the most
sanguine expectations of the management,
and preparations are already made to ex-
tend his engagement two weeks longer than
the original booking, and if business war-
rants, tho engagement will be still further
extended. Manager H. C. Miner, of "Shore
Acre3" company, has already agreed to
surrender the two weeks for which thatcompany was bookrd. Christmas day the
receipts were S2.301.T3.

D'Annunzlo. the famous author of "The
Triumph of Death," has written a play
which was to have been produced simul-
taneously by Berhardt and Duse In Paris
and Milan. It was originally Intended that
both productions should occur on precise-
ly the same night, one in the new theater
which Duse and the poet ore building on
the banks of the Lake Albano, but the
Impetuous Sarah could not wait, hence
there will be a slight difference In the time
for beginning. The poet's other works nre
so popular In France that there Is great
Interest In his first play, which Is called
"La Citta Mert."

The joint star combination of Lillian
Russell. Delia Fox nnd Jefferson Dp An.
gells. in Stange and Edwards' opera, "The
Wedding Day." will be seen at the Coates
January 10. 11 nnd 1U. The piece will be
mounted here with as elaborate scenery nnd
and costumes as employed In New York.
It is promised tssnt the piece will be even
more gorgeously presented here, improve-
ments and embellishments having been
made since tha New York Casino run.
The three stars will be supported by one
of the strongest comic opera companies
ever seen in this country. It includes Miss
Lucille Saunders, the noted prima donna
contralto; William Pruette, the great bar-
itone; Tom Green, C. W. Allison, Albert
McGukln and Ada Bernard.

Mrs. Flske's tour of the large cities Is
a sort of a trlumphnl march. Owing to
her unwillingness to be swallowed up by a
theatrical trust, she has been obliged in
several Instances to play the second ,grade
houses. Advanced prices have preralled,
of course, and the audiences, both jas to
quality and the number, have been wonder-
fully fine. Everywhere her depiction of
the sufferings and final revolt of Tess is
pronounced a revelation of genius. Mrs.
Flske's acting looks simple to most people,
and so It is the simplicity of a perfected
nrt. It Is doubtful If there be another
actress living who dare to do and leave un-
done the things she does and lea'es un-
done as Tess.' As to diction, her power to
stamp one particular word ucan the audi-
tor's consciousness, and also to color it
with the tones of the voice, so that, taken
quite apart from the context. It conveys

a complete Idea. Is truly remarkable This
is surely something deeper than a mere
trick ot emphasis, and there) are but two
other women Eleanora Dusa and Yvetta
Guilbert who possess It in tho same e.

"At Piney Ridge," David Hlggins' new
and successful Southern play, whose scenes
of action are laid in tha southwesternranges of tha Blue Ridge mountains, in
Eastern Tennessee, and comes with a long
Una of favorable comment, will ba given
its first presentation in this city at the
Ninth Street theater next Sunday matinee,
with tho author-acto- r, David Hlggins. in
his rolo of Jack Rose, the mountaineer,
supported by George Waldron, Louisa
Rial. Elizabeth Field, Olive Davis, Marie
Klnzle. Benjamin F. Horning, Frederick
Julian. Van Klnzle, Richard Nessmlth anda host of others. AH the scenery and prop-
erties used in the original production in
New York city, where the play enjoyed a
successful run of two months, will be used
in tha presentation hare.

"1492." tho musical extravanga which
ran for two years in New Y'ork to unpre-
cedented receipts, is to be presented at the
Grand following "A Contented Woman,"
with all its original magnificence of scen-
ery, costumes and accessories. Tha piece
is a satire on the Columbus episode of 1492.
and permits of a lavish stage embellish-
ment. In tha list of people there will bo
found Stuart, known as the "Male Patti,"
who will ba seen In his Imeprsonatlon of
Queen Isabella; Miss Zelma Rawlston, bur-
lesque actress and vocalist; Master Thomas
Meade, boy tenor; the Herald Square quar-
tette. Frank Gardiner, Maria Conchita,
George D. Cunningham. H. J. Turner,
Connia Thompson, Arthur R. Kenton.George D. Cunningham. II. J. Turner,
Thomas H. Ince, George Ovey and others.

s
5. Reminiscences X

Iof tho
Coates Theater

oooo o:'Qooo
While Kansas City is not old enough to

have a remote theatrical history, there are
some facts and incidents connected with
tho first season of the Coates opera house
that will be recalled with interest by those
who lived In Kansas City at that time. Tha
theater, which was built by the late Ker-
sey Coates, not so much as a direct invest-
ment as to give Kansas City a first-cla- ss

theater and to boom his properties on tho
West side, was first an "upstairs" house,
but it was regarded even with that disad-
vantage, as a. veritable "temple of art."
Tha colonel took a keen Interest in its con-
struction and in Its management during tha
first years of its history.

The Coates opera house was dedicated
October 8. 1S70, under the management of
Mr. Charles Pope, who is still living In St.
Louis. Mr. Pope was not only the manager
out he was the head of his stock company,
and was an admirable actor, especially of
the more heroic roles, Othello being one ot
his particularly strong parts. Charles E.Locke was the treasurer, William W. Aus-
tin the business manager, and W. Naylor
tha prompter.

The company engaged by Manager Pope
was announced In the columns of The Jour-
nal of Commerca as follows: "Miss AliceGrey, from the New Orleans theaters; MissLena Prentice, from the Walnut Street the-ater. Philadelphia; Miss F. Edstrom. fromthe Memphis theaters; Miss Annie Moston,(Mrs. Frank Murdoch), from the Olymplo
theater. St. Louis; Miss Jennia Workman,
from the Boston museum; Miss Agnrs Nay-
lor, from Booth's theater. New York; Mrs.
C. H. Thompsbn. from tha Varieties, New
Orleans: Miss Ella Mayer, rrom tha Cin-
cinnati theaters; Miss Emma Price andMiss Susie Edwin, from Eastern theaters-Mr- .

Frank Murdoch, from tha Boston mu-
seum: Mr. W. D. Shields, from the Holiday
Street theater, Baltimore: Mr. W. H. Ever-ett, from the Louisville theaters: Mr. G.
M. ClOliClO. from tha California tioota-- o.

Ir- - 9: ,H- - Thompson, from the Varieties,
New Orleans: Mr. George Gaston, from thaColumbus. O.. theaters: Mr. W. Naylor.
from Eastern theaters: Mr. H. C. Andrews
and Messr3. Lloyd. Wallace, Slate, Robey
and Pierce, from Eastern theaters."Mr. Murdoch, here mentioned, was a son
of the late tragedian, James E. Murdoch.Ho died while still a young man. but not
before evincing much Inherited talent. Oldtimers remember him with affection, asthey do the beautiful and gifted AliceGray, the winsome Miss Edstrom. the de-lightful Shields, the versatile Annie Mos-
ton and the clever comedian. George Gas-
ton, who Is Etlll in the harness, and severalothers of this pioneer organization.

The opening comedy was Bulwer's com-
edy, "Money," which wa3 presented withthe following cast:
Alfred Eielyn Mr. Chjsles Pore
Clara Douglas Miss Juice Gray
f!r iohI! Xe?eTA; Mr-- w- - D- - shieldsSir Frederick DIount Mr. Frank Murdoch
Lord Olossmore Mr. O. M. Clprlclotot Jlr. C. H. Thompson
Graves Mr. W. II. Everett
Captain Dudley Sooth Mr. fieor Claston
Sharp........ Mr. W. Naylor
Sir John's Servant Mr. George SlateEvelyn's Servant Mr. Lloyd
Lady Franklin Miss F. Edstrom
Georgians Miss Annie Moton

The Journal of Commerce, in reviewing
the opening of the Coates opera house,gave more attention to the description ofthe crowd and tho incidental happenings
thnn to the performance of the Dlav. There
were no street cars at that time, and themud was almost Impassable. Still long files
of "ladles and gentlemen" found there way
along the streets and nrross lots to thenew "temple of art." Lines of carriages
figured conspicuously about the approaches
to the thenter.

The company opened the evening's enter-
tainment by singing the national anthem,
nnd this was followed by an nddress by
T. Dwlght Thacher. who was introduced bvE. II. Allen. There were calls for Colonel
Coates. who. with his familv. occupied one
of the proscenium boxes. The colonel re-
sponded with a happy speech, nnd then
tho audience settled down to witnessfirst dramatic presentation in KansasCity's first theater.

During the week "The Ladv of Lvonf "
"East Lynne' "Ingomar." "The Hunch-back," "The Stranger" nnd "Richard III "
were given, and these were followed thesecond week with "London Assurance "
"Belphegor, the Mountebank." and repeti-
tions of the first week's bills. The thirdweek was opened with nn adaptation, by
Mr; AustIn- - o Wllkie Collins' "Manand Wife." '

The third week marked the introductionof tra-elln- stars, who appeared In theirfavorite characters, supported by the stockcompany. The first of these to appear onthe Coates stage was Mis Annie Tiffany,
who appnred In "The Little Treasure'1"Kitty O'Sheal." "Jessie Brown." "Sketch-es In India." "Arrah na Pogue," "The Hid-
den Hand." "An Unequal Match" and"Rough Diamond."

After Miss Tiffany's departure tha stockcompany continued In such bills ns "TheLong Strike." "Colleen Bawn." "Macbeth "
"Romeo nnd Juliet." "The Pearl of Savoy'"
Later came Madame Scheller, In a reper-tory of characters, one of them being DameCourtlnnd In "Under the Gaslight." nndmuch was made of the realistic railroadeffects in this play, which was a melo-drama written and produced by AugustinDaly.

Leona was another star of thesedays, and she was seen In "Minnie's Luck."in which the star distinguished herself byher acting, singing and dancing.
Particular significance was attached totho appearance of the "popular young tra-gedian." Lawrence Barrett, Monday night.December ,. who. up to that time, hadnever been so far West as Knnsas City.Mr. Barrett made his Kansas City debutas Hamlet. The week was a brlllUnt one.The theater was filled everv night, andmuch stress was laid. In the reviews, upontho distinguished, appearance of the au-- dences. There was at that time In thoplaygplng world a marked preference forthe legitimate." and such an event as tha""l"11 aiB6Biirai provoKea much dis-cussion among the Shakespearean scholarsand those who were devoted to the theaterIn a mora general way. During his two

appeared in
.".m.18 0t,h?"?, .laying Iago).

"Rosedale," "Richard III.." "TheMarble Heart." "Romeo and Juliet," "Ju-lius Caesar." "The Duke's Motto," and thafarce. "The Serious Family."
le. engagement of Mr. Barrettcame the Zavistowskl sisters, three in num- -

uci .uu .njpcuieu in tne ounesque, "Ixion.or at the Wheel," and In "Found
The8e sisters-Ali-ce, Emn-lln- e

and Christine were versatile people,good voices, nimble feet and a tinesenjs of humor, as well as considerabledramatic ability. They played tho firstChristmas engagement at this theater, and
much was made of their burlesque at theholiday performances. Some trinket was
given to each seat holder at the matinee.After opening in burlesque, they plaved
"Ticket o' Leave) Man," "Pocahontas." "TheLittle Rebel." "Rough Diamond." "DonGiovanni" and "Naval Engagements."

Early In the new year. 1S71, came RobertMcWade in "Rip Van Winkle." and the an-
nouncements incidentally referred to tho"Rip" of "the immortal Joe Jefferson."That was twenty-seve- n years ago, and Jef-
ferson is still mortal and is still playing thedrunken hero of Falling Water. McWade
is also living, and in the interim betweenhis engagement at the Coates and the pres-
ent time has frequently made revivals of hisversion of "Rip van Winkle."There are some who. even to this time,have the temerity to claim that his Imper-
sonation Is superior to that of Mr. Jeffer- -
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son, one of the points of superiority In-
variably put forth by these claimants being
that McWade makes Schneider a real char-
acter, introducing the dog in the first act
and his skeleton dangling from the tree,
to whose sapling branches tha dog was tied
when Itlp went to his long 6leep-4-n the
second act. McWade also appeared in
"Handy Andy" and in "The Dutch Richard
III.." "All That Glitters Is Not Gold" and
other bills.

The next star to come was Oliver Coud
Byron In "Across the Continent." the play
out of which he made a fortune. Byron
was followed by the beautiful and gifted
Lucille Western, ona of the most brilliant
geniuses, though not one of the most ac-
complished artists, this country has ever
produced. Miss Western was supported by
James A. Heme, now the author-sta- r of
"Shore Acres." Her plays included "East
Lynne," "Leah," "Oliver Twist," "Frou-Frou- .''

Another red letter engagement of this first
season was that of Madame Janauschek,
then in the prime of her remarkable pow-
ers. She was supported by Mr. Frederick
Robinson, who for many years afterward
kept his name conspicuously and advant-
ageously before the public ns an actor of
high ability, one of his celebrated creations
being that of James Rawlston In "Jim,
the Penman." Janauschek played "Mary
Stuart." "Deborah," "Macbeth," "Fazio"
and "The Winter's Tale." There) was a
potency about the name nnd popular
strength of .the great Hungarian actress in
thoso days that, upon reflection, makes her
more or less dependent age at this time all
the more pathetic.

Following the Janauschek engagement
Madame Scheller, In conjunction with
Frank Drew, the comedian, played a return
engagement, the bills being "La. Sonnam-bula- ,"

"Mazeppa" and "Pauvrette" and
others.

Lucy Rushton, "the beautiful," came
early In Marcli In her "great New York
success," "Red Hands," supported by
Julla Blake, who seems to have divided
honors with the star. Miss Rushton also
played "As You Like It," "Sea of Ice,"
"School for Scandal."

Mrs. F. W. Lander played four nights
late in March, appearing In "Elizabeth."
"Adrienno" and "Macbeth." Although long
since retired from the stage. Mrs. Lander
can look back to the high honors received
and genuinely merited. J. IC Emmett took
the voung town by storm with "Fritz"
about this time, and was soon followed by
tho "beautiful nnd youthful tragedienne.
Rose Evans," who made her debut as
Juliet, which Impersonation was followed
by those of Lady Audley, Hamlet, "Lady
of Lyons" and "Ingomar." This young
woman, whose assumption of Hamlet pre-
ceded that of Anna Dickinson, played the
prince with blonde wig. It Is recorded
that the Coates audience, which had viewed
her legitimate assumptions with much sat-
isfaction, was coldly skeptical of her un-
dertaking of Hamlet, but that she won the
pcoplo over by force of her beautiful read-
ing and pathetic Interpretation of yojing

The first season at this theater closed
with the engagement of Edwin Adams, who
was the Mercutio In the celebrated spectac-
ular revival of "Romeo nnd Juliot" by Ed-
win Booth at Booth's theater. New York,
when Mary McVickor was tho Juliet. Ad-
ams mode the reputation of being the
greatest Mercutio that ever trod the Amer-
ican stage. Ho became better known.how-eve- r,

through some) of his romantic plays,
especially In his spectacular production of
"Enoch Arden," which had a long run at
Booth'a theater, and which was elaborately
revived only a few years ago by the liberal
producer; but bad actor. Newton Beers.
Adams' engagement in this city included
"Enoch Arden," "The Dead Heart" and
"Wild Oats" and "Hamlet."

While there were many presentations by
the stock company from time to time that
have not been mentioned here, some of
them being benefits for the several mem-
bers of the organization, the most interest-
ing people and events of the first season
of Kansas City's oldest theater are here
noted In a sketchy manner that may serve
to revive pleasant memories to tho few
who have personal recollections of
them, and may not prove unentcrtalnlnr to
thoso who have becomo Interested in the
more elaborate offerings ot the moro nu-
merous theaters of the present time.

AUSTIN LATCHAW.

1 IH1N1N111 JLJJ.NL ! fJ AND GRISI.
qqQQQQ$Q&$&&&&&&&&

Somewhere in tho "40s, GrisI and Jenny
Lind were singing in different theaters in
London. Thoso who went into ecstacies
over Grlsi's "Norma" were next evening
enraptured with LInd's "Casta Diva."
Great was the rivalry between them.

Finally, Queen Victoria, deeming it a
shame that two such gifted women should
be separated by mean, unworthy Jealousy,
requested both to appear at a court con-

cert. Of course they both came.
The queen warmly welcomed them to-

gether for the first time. She gave the sig-

nal for the concert to begin.
Jenny Llnd was the younger and It was

arranged that she should sing ilrst. With
perfect confidence In her power she
stepped forward to begin. Chancing to
glance at GrisI, she saw the Southerner's
malignant gaze fixed on her.

The fierce look almost paralyzed her.
Her courage left her. Her voice trembled.
Everything grow black before her; she al-
most fell. By the greatest exertion of her
will, however, she managed to finish her
aria.

A painful silence followed Its conclusion.
a silence that told her of her failure. She
caught a triumphant expression in Grlsi's
face.

Despite the weariness of her senses, she
Quickly realized that failure meant lost
glory, disappointed hopes, the destruction
ot happiness, grief and mortification to
her family and her friends. Suddenly a
soft vole that seemed to sou from heav- -
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n whispered to her, "Sing one of your oldsongs in your native language."
She caught" at the thought like an In-

spiration. The accompanist was striking;
his final chords. She- - stepped up to him.
asked him to rise and took th vacant
seat.

Softly her white fingers wandered over
tho keys in a loving prelude, then she sang.
It was a little prayer which she had loved
as a child; It belonged to her childhood's
repertoire. She hadn't sung it for years.
As she sang she was no longer in the pres-
ence of royalty, but singing to loving;
friends in her fatherland.

No ono present understood a word ot
the "prayer." Softly at first the plaintive
notes floated on the air, swelling louder
and richer every moment.

The singer seemed to throw her whole
soul Into that weird, thrilling, plaintive)
"prayer." Gradually tho song died away
and ended in a soft sob. Again there was
silence the silence of admiring wonder.

The audience rat spellbound. Jenny Llnd
lifted at last her sweet bluo eyes to look
into the scornful face that had so dis-
concerted her at first. There was no flercs
expression now; Instead, a teardrop gllst- -
eneu on tne long uiarx msnes.

After a moment, with the Impulsiveness
of a child of the tropics. GrisI crossed to
Jf.nny LInd's side, placed her arm around
her. and kissed her warmly, utterly re-
gardless ot the admiring audience.

Some firrnt Men's "Wires.
Ben Johnson had a shrew for a wife,

who used to go to the) ale room after him
and bring him home, scolding all the way.

Boswell, Johnson's biographer, marrieda scold, and in his "Uxorlana recordedfaithfully all her snappish sayings and his
own answers.

Rohault. the) philosopher, had a wife
whose opinion of him was so high that
she sat at the door of his lecture room
and refused to admit any but well dressed
persons.

The great Dr. Cadogan married a lady
several years older than himself. She was
Jealous, nnd in company accused him ofpoisoning her; whereupon he told the com-
pany they were welcome to open her atonce and show her her mistake.

Tho famous Rav. Andrew Bell had avirago wife, who left him and then de-
voted her time to abusing him by mail.She once addressed a letter to him: "Te-Tha- t

Suprcmest of Rogues, who looks thaHangdog that ha Is, Dr. Andrew BelL"


